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IN THIS ISSUE
Dear reader,

Proud of the new layout of the Waterdrops newsletter 

I am honoured to write the introduction for the overview 

of Verwater´s recent activities.

This new look, which is extended also to the renewed 

website of Verwater, is next to our corporate identity also 

a reproduction of our “life-style”: the way we act in our 

industrial environment, amongst our clients and suppliers, 

and with our fellow workers. It is a reflection of our drive 

towards innovation, our persistent pursuit towards 

continuous development of our technical knowledge and 

improvement of our services.

Exciting news is that we went on a new endeavour to 

broaden our scope of services by taking over strategic parts 

of the former Imtech Industrial Services. With Verwater 

Industrial Services we can now link valve revision, 

E&I services and E&A troubleshooting to our maintenance 

solutions and pursue our strategy to further integrate a 

range of maintenance activities to meet our clients’ needs. 

Furthermore, with the strong engineering capacities we can 

create solutions in our existing markets of tank terminals, 

oil & gas and chemicals, as well as in the food and 

pharmaceutical industries. On pages 4 to 7 we have 

included a brief introduction to Verwater Industrial Services.

As a service-providing contractor we are today at a point 

where we are able to consistently serve our markets in a 

reliable way, and where we have a confident outlook on 

further expansion of our international activities.

I explicitly wish to underline the ultimate efforts of all 

Verwater employees to their daily outlining of our 

philosophy, which enables Verwater to provide our clients 

with high quality service in safe circumstances. 

Once more during the recent last period, the results of 

good preparation and safe execution of projects were 

rewarded several times by our clients with Safety Awards 

at the Total Refinery in Antwerp and Dunkirk (France), 

Zeeland Refinery Vlissingen, Esso Antwerp and Shell 

Singapore. 

As such, the last few months have seen us realizing and 

starting up many interesting projects, which makes this 

Waterdrops into another fascinating edition. Enjoy reading!

Filip De Wilde, CEO Verwater
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Through the acquisition of parts of 

Imtech Industrial Services, Verwater extends 

its service offering in the field of E&I 

(Electrical and Instrumentation), 

E&A (Engineering and Automation) and 

the revision of valves. The acquisition 

includes the activities in the regions North 

West (Amsterdam), North East (Emmen, 

Coevorden, Drachten and Delfzijl) and Valve 

Services (Rotterdam) and adds a total of 

about 250 experienced employees to the 

Verwater Group.

Verwater Industrial Services

 offers a total package of services, amongst which  

 E&I, (maintenance) engineering, industrial 

 automation, mechanical (static and rotating), valves,  

 project management, inspections (for electrical   

 installations, safety, norms and maintenance), 

 calibrations, continuous improvement of production

 processes and projects

 is active in many sectors, amongst which tank 

 terminals, oil & gas, chemicals, food & feed and 

 pharma

 excels in combining thinking and doing, taking up 

 engineering and realizing maintenance and projects

 has expertise in production processes and relevant 

 laws and regulations

Verwater Group acquires parts
of Imtech Industrial Services

Electrical & 
instrumentation
We offer an answer to every question in 

the field of E&I across industrial markets. 

Our services include (maintenance) 

engineering, design and construction of skids, 

measuring & control, automation (PLC/SCADA), 

high voltage techniques, lighting, security and 

reporting and management systems.

We apply software packages such as E-plan, 

AutoCAD and In-Tools to design and calculate 

plant changes.

Engineering & automation
We offer a wide range of services in the field of 

Engineering & Automation.

Our services include consultancy, basic and detailed 

engineering, technical automation (PLC & SCADA), 

Distributed Control System (DCS), route batch control, 

tank terminal automation (a.o. PCS7 Route Control) 

and instrumentation.

Our E&A employees are known for their extensive 

knowledge and experience to create innovative 

technical solutions for our customers: from consulting 

and implementation to operation and maintenance.

Valve services
We have an in-house specialized workshop through 

which we offer a comprehensive service menu for 

the revision of control valves and fittings, including: 

 Revision of control valves and fittings, such as 

 safety, pressure and vacuum valves

 Calibration of instrumentation, such as 

 thermometers, pressure gauges and transmitters 

 On site development and building of control 

 valves and fittings 

 Connecting and testing on location

 Inspections on site to control valves and fittings

 Machining for all disciplines
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VERWATER INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Valve services

My name is Cor van der Horst, Operation Manager at Verwater Valves.

We have an in-house specialized workshop for the revision of valves in the Botlek area of 

Rotterdam. The work is centered around overhauling, calibrating and repairing valves, control 

valves, safety valves and other fittings. In addition, we have a team of specialists that works on 

site for reparations and inspections.

We have over 50 years of experience, starting as a small instrumentation workshop with as main 

activity the calibration of ship instrumentation. Over the years this has grown into a complete 

overhaul work place for all kinds of accessories for the industry. Now we are the largest revision 

company in the West of the country and work for all major companies in the Oil and Gas, 

Chemicals, Tank Terminal and related industries, amongst which Shell, Vopak and Neste Oil. 

For the safety valves and pressure-vacuum valves we have Lloyds accreditation T0103.

I am proud of our department with skilled employees and the high quality of work we 

continuously deliver. The tank maintenance and turnaround activities of Verwater connect well 

with our overhaul and inspections services on tanks and industrial installations.

VERWATER INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Area North West

My name is Fjodor Sikking, Area Manager for the region 

North West of Verwater Industrial Services.

Our work area stretches from Utrecht to Den Helder 

and Texel, and employs about 90 experts who mainly 

work on E&I projects and maintenance in the industrial 

environment. We also have a very competent 

Engineering & Automation department. We primarily 

work in factories in the food-, chemical-, pharma-, tank-

storage- and steel industries. In addition, we provide a 

24/7 breakdown service.

We have a very long experience in working in the 

industry. With our extensive knowledge base covering 

multiple parts of the industry, we can provide a wide 

variety of services to our clients, from engineering to 

maintenance and construction of installations and plants.

I am very proud of the knowledge and spirit of our 

employees. We truly work as a team, helping each other 

out and putting our best feet forward to make 

Verwater Industrial Services North West successful at 

all our clients!

VERWATER INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

Area North East

My name is Robert Ytsma, Area Manager Verwater Industrial Services North East. 

I’m originally a Maintenance manager in E&I and automation, but in recent years 

primarily engaged in multidisciplinary Maintenance & Asset Management. Together 

with Marcel Drok (Operations), Jan Grit (Commerce) and the rest of our team, we 

provide a broad range of services.

Our work area is the North East of the Netherlands: Friesland, Groningen, Drenthe, 

Overijssel, Gelderland and Flevoland. Approximately 140 experienced people work 

across these provinces. Our regional head office is located in Emmen with several 

additional offices around the area, and an in-house workshop on the chemical park in 

Delfzijl.

We provide multidisciplinary solutions within maintenance, expansions and new 

constructions such as:  Mechanical, Static & Rotating, fireproof sealing, sheet metal 

and construction, E&I and Engineering & Automation. Our clients include Teijin, DSM, 

PPG, Zeolist, Gasunie, VSH, Cumapol, Nuon, BASF, Akzo Nobel, IAMS and Cabot and 

more.

I appriciate the creativity and flexibility of our people towards our customers. There is a 

strong motivation and drive to always find the best solutions for our clients, and we are 

able to respond swiftly to our customers’ demands. Also the completeness of our range 

of services makes me proud, and the experience of Verwater in the field of piping and 

construction is a valuable addition to our total service package.
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RECENT AWARDS

Health, Safety, Environment and Quality (HSEQ) are 

the cornerstones of Verwater’s operations. We aim to 

be best in class. We want to see this ambition level 

throughout the organization and appear to our clients.

Verwater wants to create a safe and healthy work 

environment, where employees can optimally focus on 

being a world class tank maintenance and construction 

service provider. Our goal is an incident-free workplace 

and a first time right performance in accordance with 

applicable standards and legislation.

In doing so we rely on our own fundamental core 

values and strengths: Safety & Quality, Integrity, 

Professionalism, Reliability and Loyalty.

HSEQ management system

Our HSEQ management system is the basis where 

policies, objectives, procedures and work instructions 

are integrated. Herewith we guarantee the pursuit of 

continuous improvement in HSEQ performance.

The past year we have fully aligned the system in to 

daily practices and vice versa. Mid-year there were 

external audits for (re)certification for ISO 9001, SCC 

Petro chemistry, EN 1090 and BRL SIKB 7000, which 

were all approved. The next months are dedicated for 

further integration of other Verwater locations, such as 

Turkey and Houston, in the management system and to 

adopt these under our certification.

Leadership

Leadership has to be embedded within all layers of the 

organisation by imposing a methodological application 

and follow-through of all values and processes, and a 

uniform respect for responsibilities and attitude.

We accomplish this for example by setting up inter-

active training sessions and joint (coaching) tours at our 

project locations, in which our staff is the central focus 

point. The objective of these programmes is a 

continuous improvement of the safety awareness of our 

staff (hired workers and own) and stimulating them to 

showcase HSE leadership and intervene where neces-

sary.

HSEQ performance

Our continuous focus on HSEQ has led to a 

reduction in the number of incidents and failures. 

Therefore an improvement in HSEQ performance is 

shown throughout our locations. This is also recognised 

by our customers, which has led to several awards. 

We trust on the co-operation of all our employees, 

each in their own domain, to maintain and continuously 

improve the current safety, environmental and quality 

levels.

HEALTH, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT AND QUALITY 

THERE IS ALWAYS A 
HIGHER GOAL TO ACHIEVE

Contractor of the year at
Total Raffinaderij Antwerpen
Verwater’s Tank Maintenance division has been

selected Contractor of the Year at the Total 

Raffinaderij Antwerpen. The prize is awarded to the 

contractor with the best overall performance, based 

on amongst others safety, quality, environment, plan-

ning, execution, and budgeting.

The award is a result of the effort, commitment and 

support of every individual in the team under 

supervision of Hans Bartholomeeusen. We would 

like to congratulate all Verwater employees that are 

involved in this contract, and are confident that with 

this performance so far, we can maintain or even 

improve standards in the future.

Zeeland Refinery Contractors
win Safety Award

We are proud to announce that our project team at Zeeland Refinery in Vlissingen 

has received a Safety Award in May 2015. The award is based on the excellent 

performance of Verwater and other contractors on site over the past years.

The Zeeland Refinery’s achievements include:

 2 years without any accident causing absenteeism

 3.5 million hours without a TRIR (Total Recordable Injury Rate)

 700 consecutive days without a TRIR

 Turnaround completed without a TRIR

HSEQ
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THE ART OF TANKNOLOGY

Insights of Verwater 
captured in extensive 
profile story

Inside Oil & Gas magazine has published an 

extensive profile of Verwater in its July/August 

2015 edition. The article ´The Art of Tanknology´ 

features Tony Hulstaert, Commercial Director, and 

Herman Buisman, Manager International Sales.

“Verwater Group is a specialist in storage tank 

maintenance from minor repairs to the 

construction of new foundations or entire tanks. 

It is meeting growing demand from the oil and 

gas sector for well-maintained tanks that reduce 

leakages and safeguard the environment.”

FROM CONTRACTOR TO SERVICE PROVIDER

In-depth interview with 
CEO Filip De Wilde

Belgian magazine VOKA Ondernemers published 

an interview titled ´From contractor to service 

provider’. The article covers an interview with 

Verwater´s CEO Filip De Wilde who shares his 

insights on how the role of Verwater has changed 

over time. 

“We offer our clients a complete package of 

design, construction and maintenance for all types 

of storage facilities (…). More and more we act as 

a full service provider to our clients instead of a 

traditional contractor. ”

“We have to assume innovative models. 

For example, we integrate our maintenance 

services into the planning of our clients. We want 

to be the service provider that supports its client 

in the preliminary stages, helping to choose the 

most optimal solutions for the client’s assets.”

IN THE PRESS PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
Read full stories on www.verwater.com/downloads
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TANK CONSTRUCTION

Placement of new Phenol tank 
for Hexion Pernis: Verwater’s 
Tanknology approach

At the end of 2014 Verwater started the construction 

of a new Phenol tank for Hexion Pernis. Because of the 

age of the tank replacing was preferred over repairing. 

As the tank could not be constructed inside the tank 

pit, a temporary construction site was set-up 

approximately 200 meters from the final location. 

Each new shell-course was installed by lifting the tank 

with a crane, instead of applying traditional stacking or 

jacking methods for the construction.

A pipe rack including a flare-line complicated 

transportation from the construction site to the final 

location. Verwater used a 750 tonnes crane to lift the 

tank shell and roof onto platform trailers. The bottom 

was transported separately to avoid the use of an 

additional crane.

The relocation of the tank on the platform trailers 

was a delicate operation with height differences and 

obstacles like fire hydrants, valves, lampposts and 

guardrails to account for. To accommodate the 37 

meters spread to the final location, two 700 tonnes 

cranes were set up in a tandem lift configuration to 

place the tank bottom and tank.

The tank was finished mechanically, after which 

blasting, coating and isolation works were carried out. 

Once all piping connections are completed, the tank is 

expected to be delivered in the first quarter of 2016.

TANK JACKING

Jacking of 7 tanks at 
VOPAK Singapore

Verwater has been awarded the contract to jack several 

tanks at the VOPAK Penjuru location in Singapore in 2015. 

A total of 7 tanks with diameters ranging from 9 to 17 

meters are involved in the contract. The tanks will be 

jacked to approximately two meters height in order to 

carry out foundation works and correct settlement issues.

Both the conventional hydraulic jacking system with 

external beams as well as the airbag jacking method will 

be applied to meet Verwater’s safety standards.

Verwater has a long history at this terminal of more than 

10 years. With another 7 tanks this year the total tanks 

jacked at VOPAK Singapore will amount to 43.

MAJOR TANK REPAIR

Verwater side by side with

Kuwait Petroleum Europoort

to repair floating-roof and 

column-supported tanks

At the start of 2015, Verwater´s Civil department 

faced a challenging task: a tank with a diameter of 

79 meters required replacement of the single deck 

floating roof into a double deck floating roof.

The Civil department jacked up the tank to provide 

space for the necessary foundation repairs, including 

HDPE-liner installation, and the installation of a new 

tank bottom. The installation of the new double deck 

floating roof is currently ongoing.

Simultaneously we repaired a column-supported tank, 

a specialty of Verwater that ensures the integrity of 

the tank roof. The necessary tank foundation works 

were carried out and a new tank bottom was installed 

successfully.

With these refurbishments, both tanks are ready for

a long service and meet the latest environmental 

regulations.

SHUTDOWN WORKS 

Skid installation for Air 
Products in Switzerland

In March of this year Verwater was awarded the contract 

to construct and deliver a skid including 4 pipelines for Air 

Products in Cressier, Switzerland. Subsequently the contract 

was expanded with the installation of the skid, including E&I 

and removal and replacement of two bundles of heat 

exchangers. 

At the start of the three week engagement Verwater opened 

two heat exchangers. To remove the bundle of the first heat 

exchanger we relied on a crane and a manual Tirfor tackle 

as there was no space for a bundle extraction truck. For the 

second heat exchanger with a height of four meters we used 

a bundle extraction truck. After cleaning we placed the 

bundles back by crane.

Meanwhile we started the preparations of the

foundation for the installation of the skid. After placing 

the skid we installed pipe supports on the existing pipe 

bridges followed by the fitting of the pipes. This part 

was finalized with a pressure test monitored by Lloyds 

Switzerland. In the final week our subcontractor FMJ 

carried out all E&I works.

This first phase was completed according to plan and 

without any safety issues. The next phase of the 

project will be to make the connections to the existing 

system of the plant.
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TANK JACKING

Rubis terminals 
Dunkerque and Rouen
made future proof again

In July 2015 Verwater started maintenance works at 

Rubis Terminal Dunkerque and Rouen to jack tanks that 

settled out of EEMUA 159 allowances and replace 

deformed annular plates. Verwater jacked up the tanks, 

after which the annular and bottom plates were 

successfully replaced. 

The jacking was executed in complex conditions due to 

the congested working environment on one side of the 

tank. A job well done.

TANK CONSTRUCTION

New tank for the 
nuclear plant of Tihange

Verwater was recently awarded a contract by 

engineering company Tractebel to construct a new 

demineralized water tank for the nuclear plant 

in Tihange. The decision was based on our prior 

experience with the construction of two storage 

tanks at the nuclear plant of Doel in Antwerp. 

These tanks were constructed according to strict 

ASME III regulations related to facilities within 

nuclear plants. In addition Verwater gained 

significant experience with the strict access 

requirements at nuclear plants. This made us a 

reliable partner for the job. 

The new stainless steel demineralized water tank 

will have a capacity of 760 m3 (304 L), and will be 

built on-site at a designated construction area. After 

construction, pickling and passivation, the tank will be 

lifted into a new building. Engineering and procure-

ment took place over the summer of 2015. On-site 

construction works will start in November 2015.

TURNAROUNDS

Successful team work 
during Stop at Odfjell 
Rotterdam

Verwater has been active for almost two years 

as maintenance contractor at the Odfjell site in 

Rotterdam. The scope of our services includes tank 

repairs as well as civil activities in the tank pits.

In July we were involved in a short Stop activity at 

the PID, a small refinery located on the Odfjell site. 

As this was the first Stop on this site, it required 

particular attention from all parties involved. 

The Stop consisted primarily of (de)mounting 

activities and cleaning of varying appendages.

Mark Ketting, Verwater’s project manager at Odfjell 

comments: “Bringing together the Verwater crew and the 

Odfjell maintenance team, a safe Stop was achieved within 

the scheduled time frame”.

TANK MAINTENANCE

History repeats at Standic 
Dordrecht, The Netherlands

Verwater has a history of tank jacking at the 

Standic site in the Netherlands, which dates back to 

the 1980’s. It was one of the first sites where second 

containment HDPE-liners were installed in combina-

tion with foundation relevelling works.

Recently, Verwater was awarded another tank-jacking 

contract for this site, in combination with repair works 

of tank bottoms and roofs. This is another great 

example of combining Verwater´s in-house disciplines 

to ensure quick and thorough tank repair works.

PROTECTIVE COATING

PCC Project at IGMA 
Amsterdam completed

In 2014 PCC Protective Coating Contractors received the order 

for maintenance painting works on the structure of the Chain 

Conveyor Bridge on Pier 4 by IGMA Amsterdam, a terminal for 

transhipment of bulk cargos. This structure with a length of 150 

meters, height of 25 meters and a total steel area of 3,500 m2 

had to be provided with a 4-layer coating system.

The maximum allowable load from the scaffolding on the 

concrete floor implied that the work had to be carried out in 

6 phases. In addition, because the structure was located above 

water, special precautions had to be taken to avoid pollution of 

the water underneath. On top of that, many parts of the structure 

were heavily damaged by corrosion, resulting in repairs during 

the painting activities. Recently this project was completed 

without safety or environmental incidents and within schedule.
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License to operate

Inspecting authorities are empowered to close down 

entire or subsets of the inspected companies. 

Therefore, meeting all required conditions and 

maintaining the License to Operate is of the utmost 

importance. The various license conditions, guidelines 

and legislations describe many aspects the company 

should comply with. This includes maintenance at installa-

tions, fluid containment of tankpits and ATEX and fire-

fighting. Companies have to demonstrate sufficient efforts 

to comply with all relevant laws and regulations.

Support

To support our clients in the area of regulation, 

Verwater offers an exclusive service. We take our clients 

through 7 steps, starting with a check of the existing 

permit of the facility. Next we can conduct a GAP- 

analysis of e.g. PGS, API and EEMUA, coordinate with 

relevant authorities, prepare and scope multi-year plans, 

and facilitate periodic progress reports.

Why Verwater

The combination of our in-house knowledge and solutions seamlessly connects with the wishes of our clients and 

relevant authorities. Verwater has extensive experience in supporting its clients in this process, with an abundance of 

in-house experience with a large number of BRZO / Seveso inspection systems in the Netherlands and Belgium, as well 

as solid relationships with relevant authorities.

Jacco van der Kamp

VERWATER´S SOLUTION:
GUIDE THROUGH 
LEGISLATION 
AND REGULATION 
For companies operating in the petrochemical industry it can 

be challenging to stay up to date on changing legislation and 

regulations, such as the Seveso and PGS guidelines with the 

corresponding NRB guidelines. As a solution, Verwater offers its 

clients services to navigate through this multitude of regulations.

Permitting

For many companies the existing permits have been 

granted many years ago by a governmental body: 

the local council, the province or a delegated responsible 

party such the DCMR (Rijnmond Central Environmental 

Management) in Rotterdam-Rijnmond. 

The DCMR is responsible for licensing, monitoring and 

inspections on behalf of the local council.

BRZO

Almost all petrochemical companies have to comply 

with BRZO (Besluit Risico Zware Ongevallen / Decree 

Risk of Serious Accidents) legislation. Yearly BRZO 

inspections are carried out by teams consisting of Labour 

Inspectorate, IL&T, municipality and fire 

departments. Asset owners have to provide an overview 

of identified risks, backed up by the process of risk 

identification and a sound mitigation plan.

TANK MAINTENANCE

Continued cooperation 
Verwater and BASF
Following many years of successful tank 

maintenance projects executed by Verwater for 

BASF in Antwerp, BASF has decided to start up a 

tank maintenance contract to facilitate smaller tank 

repairs. After a tender process this contract has 

been awarded to Verwater.

For the next years Verwater will be on call for all 

minor tank repairs for the different divisions within 

BASF. The cooperation between Verwater and BASF 

is expected to result in shorter downtimes for the 

storage tanks, crucial for BASF operations.

In the March 2015 Waterdrops edition we 

reported on our return to Oman with a first 

inspection order. 

Meanwhile Verwater-Shanfari is entering 

new contracts at several locations.

We are currently supervising a tank 

construction project at a remote location. 

As Tanknology support to our local partner, 

Verwater is organizing the construction of 

a 1,500 m3 tank at a local gas station.

A second recent project concerns the 

supply of 5 internal floating covers for the 

Shell Marketing Minah Al Fahal Terminal in 

Muscat. Verwater-Shanfari is in the lead for 

on-site design, prefabrication and 

construction. Tank diameters vary from 

14.6 to 36.6 meters and first installa-

tion is expected in the third quarter of 

2015.

For a third project we mobilized our 

jacking equipment for ORPIC in the 

Sohar harbour area. A floating-roof 

tank with a diameter of 26.14 meters 

will be lifted to a height of 2.2 meters 

for foundation re-instatement, 

including HDPE-liner, and replacement 

of the tank bottom.

MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES

Three new projects in Oman

Permit 
check

Coordination 
with relevant 
authorities

Coordination 
with relevant 
authorities

Scoping / 
budgeting

GAP
Analysis

Multi year 
plans

Execution 
and progress 
reports
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A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

1963: Verwater’s first 
overseas project, team 
Wooden Shoes 

One of the first times Verwater was invited to 

carry out works outside of the Netherlands was in 

the 1960’s, when we received the contract to lift 

tank 21 for the Shell Refinery in Fredericia, Denmark.

The head office of Shell in The Hague (S.I.P.M.), 

requested Verwater to solve settlement problems. 

By that time travelling was different from nowadays, 

mobilization of equipment and manpower was more 

difficult and still a relatively new experience for 

Verwater.

At that time, PPMs and safety requirements were 

a different issue as well. Looking at the crew you 

can imagine that eyebrows raised when seeing the 

tank jacking specialists working on original Dutch 

wooden shoes. Till the late 1980’s we have been on 

and off jacking tanks for this appreciated client. 

Throughout the years, The Fredericia Refinery would 

become a popular worksite for the Verwater tank 

jacking teams.

CORPORATE NEWS

Verwater’s 
corporate identity update 

The team at Verwater updated the look of our corporate 

identity over the past months. The new website was 

launched in August (www.verwater.com), highlighting 

the wide spectrum of services that Verwater offers: tank 

maintenance, jacking, civil, piping and 

mechanical, turnarounds, protective coating, tank 

construction, E&I, E&A, engineering, and more.

The payoff ‘Tanknology’ in our logo highlights Verwater’s 

solutions for every tank-related question. Verwater can 

rely on a unique combination of in-house disciplines, 

our engineering department, an experienced project 

management organization, and over 90 years of 

experience: all over the world, with all types of tanks 

and industrial installations. We are an integrated 

service provider, always taking the client’s perspective.

Filip De Wilde, CEO of Verwater: “Our people play 

a central role in forming our new identity and commu-

nication. To see pictures of them at work, take a look 

at the new website; meet our Board and Management 

Team, and read testimonials on how our employees 

serve and support our clients”.

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH WEIS NEZAMI

We met Weis (27) at the location of 

KPE in Europort, where he told us 

about his career, still relatively short, 

but certainly very diverse nonetheless.

Weis joined Verwater in 2008 as an apprentice 

ironworker in our factory in Gorinchem, where 

he learned the first tricks of the trade during 

the four years he spent there. Next he worked 

on various sites: starting with the ETT and Shell 

Pernis, via a detour to St. Eustatius again Shell 

Pernis and Moerdijk and finally to his present 

location at KPE.

Presently Weis is involved as assistant foreman 

in the repairs of three tanks, the right-hand man 

to the supervisor.

“During my years at Verwater I have seen 

Verwater evolve from a traditional contractor to 

a full-service provider.”

“One of my nicest experiences working for 

Verwater was my time in St. Eustatius. I enjoyed 

the teamwork and the independent approach 

to solving problems on site, being relatively far 

away from headquarters. In addition, I enjoyed 

living on a tropical island, where cows or other 

animals are eating in the front yard in the 

morning, and where you can enjoy a drink with 

your colleagues in the evening.”

The most challenging aspect for Weis is the daily 

commute, which as a result of the traffic can 

take twice as long. Leaving early to make it on 

time to his job leaves less time for his hobby’s, 

fitness (running) and Thai boxing.

“I am now following additional courses, such as 

emergency response and WPS, to grow to 

Foreman and hopefully to Supervisor in the 

longer term. The St. Eustatius experience still 

fresh in my mind, I would also enjoy being 

deployed overseas again. With the growing 

international markets of Verwater I see many 

opportunities.”

From iron worker 
to assistant
foreman
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